
YEAR 4 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme Rain Forests 

 

Geography - Rainforests 

Time Travellers 

 

Romans 

Popping Potions 

 

Science – States of Matter. 

Evaporation/Condensation. 

Sparks May Fly 

 

Science - Electricity 

St Ann’s Local 
History Study 

 

History – Mini 

Victorian Study /  

Local History 

Study 

Sensational 

Scientists 

 

Science – 

Digestion, 

Teeth, Food 

Chains, Sound. 

LTE  Rain before 

Rainbows 

The Present 

 

Bernard 

Philip (P) 

Here we Are 

Dig a Hole 

 

The Sea Saw Mysteries 

Red 

Splash (P) 

Shirley 

Visits/Trips/ 

Hook/Stimulus 

    Papplewick 

Pumping Station 

 

Big Read The Jungle 

Book by 

Rudyard 

Kipling 

 

 

Alice in Wonderland by 

Lewis Carroll 

 

The Firework Makers 

Daughter by Phillip 

Pullman 

 

The Wild Robot by 

Peter Brown 

 

 

The Adventures 

of the New Cut 

Gang by Phillip 

Pullman 

 

The 

Abominables 

by Eva 

Ibbotson 

 

 
Core Text The Tin Forest by 

Helen Ward 

 

Bedtime for Monsters 

 

George’s Marvellous Medicine by 
Roald Dahl 

 
 

Fatbag the Demon Vacuum 

Cleaner by Jeremy Strong 

 

Teacher Model The 

Mystery of 

Papplewick Pumping 

Station 

The Miraculous 

Journey of Edward 

Tulane by Kate 

DiCamillo 



How to Live Forever by Colin 

Thompson 

 

 

 

 

  

Narrative 

Writing 

Outcomes 

Character 

Description 

 

Setting 

Description  

 

 

Adventure/ Portal Story 

 

Recount – Diary 

 

Recount – 

Newspaper Report 

Mystery – 

Setting 

Description 

Narrative – 

Autobiography 

 

Narrative -

Diary Entry 

 

Narrative – 

Letter 

Non-Narrative 

Writing 

Outcomes 

Persuasive 

Letter to 

Margaret 

Thatcher to 

release Nelson 

Mandela  

 

Bedtime for Monsters – 

News Report 

 

Diary of an Anglo-Saxon 

child in a village 

 

 

Information Text – Anglo 

Saxons 

Information Text – Science 

Investigation (Potions) 

Explanation – How a 

Machine Works 

Discussion - Life 

in Victorian Vs 

Modern Day 

Nottingham 

Explanation -

How the 

Human 

Digestive 

System Works 

Wider 

Curriculum 

Writing 

Information 

Text – 

Rainforest 

Animal 

 

Diary Entry – 

Nelson 

 Scientific Investigations 

(Elements of) – Which 

liquid would be best for 

George’s medicine? 

 

Explanation of Water 

Cycle 

Elements of Scientific 

Investigation 

Biography of 

Queen Victoria 

 

Letter of 

complaint to 

NCC about living 

conditions 

Elements of 

Scientific 

Investigation – 

Which drinks 

are the 

healthiest? 

 



Mandela from 

his prison cell 

Explanation of 

why teeth are 

different for 

carnivores/ 

omnivores and 

herbivores  

Poetry Acrostic - 

Rainforest 

 Free Verse - Simile and 

Metaphor 

Poetry - Box Poem 

(Poetry Day) 

Traditional 

Cinquain 

 

Oracy 

Opportunities 

Debate the 

imprisonment 

of Nelson 

Mandela  

 

Debate – Were the 

Spaniards right to invade 

the Mayans? 

Poetry Performance Debate - Will 

Machines Ever Take 

Over? 

 

Performance Poetry 

(Whole School 

Assembly) 

Debate/Discuss – 

Victorian Vs 

Modern Day 

Poetry 

Performance  

Other books 

by that Author 

Helen Ward 

Varmints 

The Dragon 

Machine 

Unwitting 

Wisdom: Aesops 

Fables 

The Hare and the 

Tortoise 

Finding Christmas 

The Animals 

Christmas Carol 

Old Shell, New 

Shell: Coral 

The Rooster and 

the Fox 

Little Moon Dog 

The King of the 

Birds 

Snutt the Ift 

The Boat 

Francesca Sanna 

Me and My Fear 

 

Phillip Pullman 

The Dark Material Trilogy: 

Northern Lights, The Amber 

Spyglass, The Subtle Knife. 

The Book of Dust 

Clockwork 

Spring Heeled Jack 

Shadow in the North 

The Scarecrow and his Servant 

I Was A Rat or the Scarlet 

Slippers 

The Tin Princess 

The Tiger in the Well 

Ruby in the Smoke 

Jeremy Strong 

My Granny’s Great Escape 

My Mum’s Going to 
Explode 

Batpants 

My Brother’s Famous 
Bottom 

Dinosaur Pox 

Beware Killer Tomatoes 

The Indoor Pirates on 

Treasure Island 

Bungleman 

Lost! The Hundred Mile an 

Hour Dog 

The Karate Princess 

Don’t Go in the Cellar! 

 

See previous Eva Ibbotson 

Journey to the 

River Sea 

Which Witch? 

The Secret of 

Platform 13 

The Star of Kazan 

The Great Ghost 

Rescue 

Monster Mission 

The Beasts of 

Clawstone Castle 

The Haunting of 

Hiram C. Hopgood  



Wonderful Life 

The Golden Pear 

The Moon rat and 

the White Turtle 

Teneke Orma 

Spots 

Spots in a Box 

Related Fiction The Great Kapok 

Tree: A Tale of the 

Amazon Rain 

Forest by Lynne 

Cherry (Harcourt 

Brace) The 

Promise by Nicola 

Davies and Laura 

Carlin (Walker)  

Window by 

Jeannie Baker 

(Walker) Where 

the Forest Meets 

the Sea by Jeannie 

Baker (Walker) 

The Tiny Seed by 

Eric Carle (Puffin) 

Ancient Britain 

Ug: Boy Genius of the Stone  

Age by Raymond Briggs 

How to Wash a Woolly 

Mammoth by Michelle 

Robinson 

The Boy with the Bronze Axe 

by Kathleen Fidler 

Wolf Brother by Michele Paver 

The Secrets of Stone Henge by 

Mick Manning 

Dave’s Cave by Frann Preston-

Gannon 

Stig of the Dump by Clive 

Stone Age Boy 

 

The Mayans 

Time Riders:  The Mayan 

Prophecy by Alex Scarrow 

The Disobedience of the 

Daughter of the Sun by Martin 

Prechtel 

The Corn People by Jose 

Manuel Carlos 

The Chocolate Tree by Linda 

Lowery 

 

 

To the Journey  

Azzi In Between by Sarah 

Garland (Frances Lincoln)  

    



The Silence Seeker by Ben 

Morley and Carl Pearce 

(Tamarind)  

Moon Man by Tomi Ungerer 

(Phaidon Press)  

Green Lizards vs Red 

Rectangles by Steve Antony 

(Hodder)  

The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

(Hodder)  Ali's Story - A 

Journey from Afghanistan by 

Andy Glynne, illustrated by 

Salvador Maldonado 

(Wayland)  

 Hamid's Story - A Journey 

from Eritrea by Andy Glynne, 

illustrated by Tom Senior 

(Wayland)   

Juliane's Story - A Journey 

from Zimbabwe by Andy 

Glynne, illustrated by Karl 

Hammond (Wayland)  

Navid's Story - A Journey from 

Iran by Andy Glynne, 

illustrated by Jonathan Topf 

(Wayland)  

Rachel’s Story - A Journey from 

a Country in Eurasia by Andy 

Glynne, illustrated by Salvador 

Maldonado (Wayland)   

Oranges in No Man’s Land by 
Elizabeth Laird (Macmillan)  

The Unforgotten Coat Frank 

Cottrell Boyce (Walker) After 

Tomorrow by Gillian Cross 

(Oxford University Press)  

We Are All Born Free by 

Amnesty International 

(Frances Lincoln) 



Related non 

fiction 

Deep in the 

Forest: Seek 

and Find 

Let’s Visit the 
Rainforest 

How 

to Survive in 

the Rain Forest 

Lifesize 

Rainforest 

Let’s Visit the 
Rainforest 

 

 

 

History Detective 

Investigates:  Stone Age 

to Iron Age 

Horrible Histories:  

Savage Stone Age 

 

Mayans 

Mayan Civilisation The 

Study Book 

Mayan Civilisation 

(Explore!) 

DK Find Out:  Maya, Inca 

and Aztecs 

The Ancient Maya (True 

Books) 

The Ancient Maya 

(Childrens Press) 

Popol Vuh A Sacred Book 

of the Maya by Victor 

Montejo 

You Wouldn’t Want to be 
a Mayan Soothsayer by 

Rupert Matthews 

Chocolate (Explore!) 

The Maya (Great 

Civilisations) 

    

 


